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Sh. Piyush Goyal, Hon’ble Minister of Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs & 

Food & Public Distribution and Textile, Govt. of India inaugurated the first Food Museum of 

the country at Thanjavur in Tamilnadu today. 

Thanjavur happens to be the birthplace of FCI where its first office was founded in 

1965. Incidently, Thanjavur is also the rice bowl of Tamilnadu. 

The museum was inaugurated by the Minister in a virtual program that also marks the 

beginning of Iconic Week of Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav for the Deptt. of Food and Public 

Distribution, Ministry of CAF&PD and all its institutions. 

The museum at Thanjavur has been developed by FCI through Visvesvaraya Industrial 

& Technological Museum, Bengaluru (National Council of Science Museums) under the 

Ministry of Culture, Govt. of India. The inauguration of this museum is a testimony of the 

Government to honour all important efforts in the 75 years journey of Independent India which 

happens to be the central theme of the 75 weeks long Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations 

kicked off by Hon’ble Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi jee on 12th March 2021. 

During the programme, the Minister also inaugurated FCI’s own Divisional Office 

Building at Hubballi in Karnataka. This office caters to 7 number of Revenue districts and 

covers almost 25% of the rations card beneficiaries of Karnataka. There are total 1,36,53,396 

number of beneficiaries covered through 40,69,402 Ration cards and administered through 

5,035 Fair Price Shops. 

The programme was also attended by Sh. Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Hon,ble Minister 

of State of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Govt. of India from New Delhi  and Smt Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti, Hon’ble Minister of 

State of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Rural Development , Govt. of 

India from Fatehpur in Uttar Pradesh virtually while addressing the participants.  

.While addressing participants, Minister Sadhvi Niranjan Jyoti lauded the efforts of 

Department of Food and FCI for making food available to all citizens in every nook and corner 

of the country during Covid-19 pandemic, Minister Ashwini Kumar Choubey emphasized on 

the efforts made by the Modi Government towards nutritional security such as procurement 

and distribution of fortified rice to the needy consumers. 

Emphasizing the thrust of the Modi Government to honour the efforts made by the 

country in last 75 years of Independence, the cabinet Minister Sh. Piyush Goyal dedicated the 

Food Museum to the nation and congratulated all the staff and officers of DFPD and FCI for 

their tireless efforts in making India from a food dependent country to food surplus country. 



The Minister also emphasized on the vision of Hon’ble Prime Minister for creating 

resilient infrastructure for Food Security. He said, ”Hubballi reflects the growth of new India 

from being a trade centre for cotton to centre for Food Security. Museum at Thanjavur 

showcases Agri Evolution of India from dependency to self sufficiency and becoming one of 

the largest foodgrain exporting nation.” 

  Appreciating the tireless efforts and good work of staff and officers he said, “ FCI has 

played an important role in providing 5 Kg free foodgrains to lesser privileged sections of the 

society under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojna (PMGKAY) during the last 15 months.” 

 He also mentioned that the Government has declared every year 15th November shall 

be celebrated as ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas’ as it happens to be the birth anniversary of Bhagwan 

Birsa Munda, Tribal leader of Jharkhand. He also mentioned about the Government’s initiative 

for better future of tribal community like increasing central component of schedule tribe budget 

by 3 times, No. of Eklavya schools have increased by 5 folds , budget for scholarships doubled 

and 7 times increase in the minor forest produce during the last seven years. 

 Congratulating all participants he added that by adopting global best practices , we will 

improve our processes, bring about system changes, reduce our unnecessary expenditure and 

benefit our farmers and consumers. 
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